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On a Quest for Faith and Reflection
St. Rita School, San Diego

STEM Day

What if you could spend 1.5 hours once a month to stop,
pray, learn, reflect, journal, and listen to the voice of
God? With a nonstop, busy lifestyle, the eighth graders at
St. Rita School were given time for quiet contemplation.
This was a welcome break from their studies and a time
to reflect on their relationship with God. Ms. Elizabeth
Keresztes and Ms. Kathleen Patacsil, graduates from USD
with a Masters in Practical Theology, partnered up to lead
the students during “Quest ” time.

Holy Family Catholic School, Orange
Each trimester at Holy Family Catholic School, teachers
engage students in STEM Day related activities. In
February, specialty teachers created a winter wonderland
of Frozen activities to provide hands-on learning
opportunities. This included aluminum ski jumper designs,
an Osmo shape sorting factory, and a Frozen Ice Castle
and Geomag building challenge.
Kindergarteners and their eighth-grade buddies had the
opportunity to gain experience together. STEM Days have
become a highlight for the students!

Quest time is designated for appreciation on matters
of faith, sacred art, and sacred music. Students were
encouraged to pray with scripture by using the method
known as “Lectio Divina.” Participating in journal writing,
playing Q & A games, such as Jeopardy and Kahoots, were
entertaining and relevant to the topic of the day. Group
discussions on faith and morals, frequently resulted in a
deeper insight into the student’s faith life.

The Start of the Lenten Season

St. Anne Parish School, Santa Ana
The St. Anne School community began the Holy Season of Lent
with their first all-school Mass of 2022. On Ash Wednesday,
the eighth-grade students led the readings during Mass.
The event concluded with the distribution of ashes.

As followers of Christ, we are all on this quest of faith.
We recall the words of Pope St. John Paul II, “Remember
that you are never alone, Christ is with you on your
journey every day of your lives! He has called you and
chosen you to live in the freedom of the children of God.
Turn to him in prayer and in love. Ask him to grant you
the courage and strength to live in this freedom always.
Walk with him who is, ‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life’!”
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CSJ Educational Network Broadening Its Reach in 2022
CSJ Educational Network

Since its original discussions in 2019 on
the “digital project” to use technology and
delivery systems to expand the mission and
vision of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange,
the Network and the CSJ Educational Network
DIGITAL RESOURCES • EDUCATION ADVANCEMENT MINISTRY Advisory Board have discussed and planned for
this eventuality. The CSJ Educational Network is proud to announce the creation of CSJO DREAM – Congregation of St.
Joseph of Orange - Digital Resources Education Advancement Ministry. CSJO DREAM is a pilot program to broadcast the
Ministerial Formation for Educators Program to a larger audience beyond the current 25 member schools in California.
Supported by a grant from Providence Community Partnerships and broadcast taping and storage infrastructure
provided by Loyola Marymount University, the Network will begin taping the 6 modules this summer. The anagram
CSJO DREAM was created by Andrew Perias, Communications and Marketing Coordinator, and the introductory
slide for the future DREAM taped broadcasts has been developed by Terri Treiber, Communications Coordinator.

Academic Junior High Decathlon
St. Rita School, San Diego
Network member, St. Rita School, was featured in NCEA’s magazine, Momentum. In the article, the author writes
about the long history of the St. Rita Decathlon team and the support it has received throughout the years from
the community. Volunteers and teachers are an integral part of the support system who have contributed to the
team’s success. Although the pandemic has changed how the event has been held for the past two years, for
2022, the team prepared to participate in person and with its largest team yet of 23 members!
You can read the article here.
For more information about the Academic Junior High Decathlon visit www.CatholicAJHD.org.

