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An Untraditional Start to a New
School Year for the Members of
the CSJ Educational Network
Welcome back to a new year to all serving in Catholic education in the Educational Network schools and Catholic
schools across the state and nation! This school year of course, is not one we would have envisioned six months ago
when planning began. Much has happened to Catholic schools across America, and the schools of the Educational
Network are not immune. At the time of publication of this edition of the NetworkNews,
many Catholic schools in California remain closed and will, in all likelihood, open to a
new hybrid form of on-line and on-campus instruction. Decisions on how to re-open
schools will be made based on the directions of the local county health policies,
diocesan requirements, individual school community needs and the physical layout of
school facilities. We ask you to join with us in prayer for the needs of Catholic school
communities everywhere, that God may bless each with health and wellness.
We begin the school year with the first of three Ministerial Formation sessions
devoted to the CSJ Educational Network Core Values - Dignity, Justice and Excellence –
one value highlighted during each of the three sessions. The first session, and
very possibly the second, will be presented using an online approach. As a
reminder, the Ministerial Formation Program for Educators is designed
to promote spiritual formation and enhance professional development of
teachers and administrators
in the schools of the Educational
Network. This spiritual enrichment
enhances the ability of teachers to affect
the lives of their students in very concrete and life-affirming
ways. It also allows teachers to have a greater sense of faith
and purpose in their own lives. At each of the three sessions
throughout the year, educators will explore how these values,
with all their complexities and richness, affects each school’s
faith community, purpose, and academic curriculum.
In a time of change and challenges, the spiritual
formation and nourishment of teachers have never
been more important, as they engage their students
in faith, with understanding and compassion.
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Our Talented New Network
Principals and Schools
As we celebrate the 2020-2021 school year, we welcome new Network principals
and schools. Each of our talented administrators bring experience, energy and
passion to their school communities.

Leo Alvarez

Mr. Leo Alvarez, principal of Good Shepherd School in Pacifica, CA, brings 32
years of experience working in schools as a teacher and administrator. Leo is
a product of Catholic education.

Katie Kiss

Mrs. Katie Kiss has taught at St. Paul’s School for 15 years, and in 2017 began serving
as the principal. Katie has a long-standing connection to Catholic education having
attended Sacred Heart Cathedral, and the University of San Francisco.

Megan Kimble

Megan Kimble has been a Catholic school educator for 14 years, Including six years at
St. Finn Barr in San Francisco. Megan is stepping into the principal position at SFB. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in Education and master’s degree in Special Education.

Fr. Mike Lee, S.J., Ed.D

Fr. Mike, principal at Our Lady’s School in San Diego, holds a doctorate from
Columbia University in New York. He taught at Loyola Marymount University and
Santa Clara University in the Pastoral Theology graduate programs.

Marie Ubl

Marie Ubl has moved into the principal position at Holy Family Cathedral School.
Marie has worked in the Diocese of Orange for 30 years, including the vice-principal
position at HFCS and a first grade teacher at St. Cecilia School.

Leo Alvarez

2

Katie Kiss

Facts and Figures of Catholic Education
2019 – 2020

		 The NCEA (National Catholic Educational Association) publishes an annual
		 report to illustrate the current state of affairs of Catholic education in the US.
		 The 2019 – 2020 annual report highlights data on enrollment, schools and staffing.

ENROLLMENT at Catholic schools across the country – 1,737,297

STAFFING – Professional staff 146,367

Elementary & middle school enrollment – 1,201,391 (69%)
Secondary school – 535,906 (31%)

97.4% Laity
2.6% Religious /Clergy

Non-Catholic students – 331,648 (19%)

Student / teacher ratio – 12:1

SCHOOLS – Nationwide, 6,183 Catholic schools
Elementary & middle schools – 4,995 (81%)
Secondary schools – 1,188 (19%)
Catholic education will continue to adapt to the needs of the times. Students are being taught with
state-of-the-art technology and new classroom standards to prepare them for the challenges of
tomorrow. The Network is proud to help teachers guide the formation of our nation’s future leaders.

Megan Kimble

Fr. Mike Lee
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Arrivals and Departures
around the Network
The new school year brings a season of change. We happily welcome
new members while wishing a fond farewell to colleagues who
are moving on. The Network would like to celebrate and
w e l c o m e t h e c h a n g e s t h a t o c c u r re d o ve r t h e s u m m e r.
The Network’s Advisory Board says goodbye and thank you
to Brad Snyder and Steve Stutz. We wish to express our
appreciation to Brad and Steve for their many years of service
to the Advisory Board and Network. With their departure we
welcome Elijah Bonde and Sr. Mary Rogers to the Advisory Board.
Our Network principals have done an outstanding job guiding
our students through their educational journey. We thank them
for their hard work, dedication, and passion that they have given
over the years. The principals leaving us are Adela Solis, Mele Mortonson,
Noel Bishop, and Margaret Harlow. We thank them for their dedication
to Catholic education.

New beginnings are often
disguised as painful endings.
Lao Tzu

Important Dates
9/ 18.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - FIAT
10 /5.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - Humboldt
10 /7.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 2 - OC South
10 /9.. . . . . . . . . . Peer Leadership Program 1 - 3rd Year
10 /9.. . . . . . . . . . Advisory Board Meeting 1
10 /14. . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 2 - San Diego
10 / 20. . . . . . . . . Principals Meeting - Fall
10 / 23. . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 2 - OC North
10 / 26. . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 2 - San Francisco

To stay updated, visit us online!
csjednetwork.org
facebook.com/csjednetwork/
linkedin.com/company/csj-educational-network
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