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Catholic Schools: Showing the Light
of Faith During a Year of Shadows
The most extraordinary school year in memory is coming to a close. How this school year developed is not as
we would have envisioned one year ago when schools were actively preparing to open
with combinations of on-campus and distance-learning hybrid instructional models.
Everything was new, untried, and unfamiliar. Very few teachers and administrators knew
what to expect as the start of the year came closer. Even fewer could imagine all they
had experienced as the year evolved. Much has happened to Catholic schools across America,
and the schools of the CSJ Educational Network were not immune.
As we near the end of the year, what lessons have we learned? Safety, modifications, patience,
and compassion are surely near the top of the list. However, if there is one “stand out” lesson it is how remarkably
creative, resilient, agile, and dedicated the teachers and principals in our Catholic schools really are. They have given
their hearts, minds, and energy to educating their students to be successful under the most difficult of situations.
These faith-filled professionals have done an extraordinary job in the teaching ministry of Jesus Christ, and we owe
them all our grateful thanks and sincerest appreciation. May God continue to bless Catholic educators everywhere!
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Network Second Graders
Receive their First Communion
A few weeks back, second grade Network students prepared for their First
Holy Communion. Around the Network, each school celebrated and prepared
in their own way.

St. Irenaeus Parish School, Cypress
St. I students held their annual retreat. To accommodate social distancing, portions
of the retreat were held in church, on the church patio, at lunch tables, and in the
parish hall. The retreat was designed to help the students understand the meaning
of their First Holy Communion.

St. Cecilia School, Tustin
St. Cecilia second grade students received their First Holy Communion on May 1.
Not only did they celebrate this momentous occasion with friends and family, but
Bishop Kevin Vann, the Bishop of the Orange County Diocese, was also in attendance.

May Crowning
St. Rita School, San Diego
St. Rita students honored the Blessed
Virgin Mary during their May Crowning
Mass. Students were invited to bring a
flower to add to the class bouquet. At the
conclusion of Mass, the bouquets were
placed at the Shrine of Mother Mary.
Preschool students attended the Mass
virtually and also contributed flowers.
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The Benefits of Membership
in the CSJ Educational Network
All Educational Network sponsored programs are done considering the culture, and through the lens of the
charism of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, exemplified by the core values of unity and reconciliation
through ser vice to the “dear neighbor ” without distinction.
Member schools have access to the faith-based, educational resources, and professional experience and
exper tise of personnel of the Educational Network.
Ministerial Formation Program (MFP) provides in-service sessions
designed to renew the call and commitment to the teaching
mission of Jesus through an adult learning process that includes
content, prayer, personal integration and community building
Peer Leadership Program (PLP) for administrators and those
educators who see Catholic school administration in their future
Parent Education opportunities that are designed with the
needs of school parent community in mind
School Board Development Program (launching in 2022) which
can assist administrators in the creation and development
of an effective school board and leadership culture that
understands and supports a school’s mission, vision and values

Faculty retreat opportunities created to inform, form
and transform teachers as Catholic school leaders
committed to the teaching ministry of Jesus Christ
All communications and resources of the 		
Educational Network, in print and online
Assistance with the WCEA Accreditation process,
including staff preparation, Self-Study creation
and Action Plan development, and successful
accreditation pre-visit and 3-day visit planning
Connections to the various ministries of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange which positively
affect the lives of thousands of persons each day

A New Chapter for Principals
The conclusion of this school year marks a new chapter for
three Network principals. A school closing and two retirements.
Judith Borelli, Principal of St. Thomas the Apostle in San
Francisco, has devoted 55 years in the education field.
Christine Dean, Student, teacher and principal at St. Didacus
School in San Diego for 43 years.
Veronica Dayag, Principal of St. Michael Academy for 2 years.

Judith Borelli

Christine Dean

These educators have left a lasting impression on generations
of school children. We thank them for planting the seeds of
unity and reconciliation each day on their campus.
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Why I Serve

CSJ Educational Network Advisory Board
Serving on the CSJ Educational Network Advisory Board continues to be one of my most
personally and professionally fulfilling experiences. My service allows me to give back to
the Congregation that has provided countless remarkable blessings to my family – enduring
friendships, a valued role at Providence St. Joseph Health, remarkable health care services, and
faith-filled experiences at Holy Family Catholic School and Rosary Academy. Additionally, the
Board and Network leadership is comprised of dedicated, creative, and inspiring individuals
who challenge me to bring my very best thoughts and deeds in service to the Network, its
members, and especially to all of the faculty, staff, students, and the communities we serve.
– by Jim Watson, Esq.

Goodbye and Thank You
St. Michael Academy, San Diego
At the close of the school year, we bid farewell to our dear Network school member, St. Michael Academy. SMA
was opened in 1962 by the Sisters Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament. The school has been a staple to the parish
and community of the Paradise Hills area in southern San Diego. For nearly 60 years, the school has taught and
formed generations of young disciples to be spiritually, intellectually, and socially prepared
for living a whole Catholic life. Joining the Network in 2011, St. Michael Academy has been an
honored member for 10 years. During the school’s decade of membership, we have partnered with
SMA principals and teachers who have modeled the Catholic faith and excellence in education.
We celebrate and thank them for their commitment and faith to Catholic education.

Veronica Dayag

Important Dates
8/ 13.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - San Diego
8 /16.. . . . . . . . . . Faculty Retreat - Humboldt
8 /23.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - San Francisco
8 /26.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - OC North
8 /26.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - OC South
9 /17. . . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 1 - SD South Bay
9 /24.. . . . . . . . . . Peer Leadership Program - AP-VP Orientation
10/ 6.. . . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 2 - OC South
10 /8.. . . . . . . . . . Peer Leadership Program 1 - AP-VP
10 /8.. . . . . . . . . . Advisory Board Meeting 1 - MLR
10/13.. . . . . . . . . Ministerial Formation 3 - San Diego
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