
Western Catholic Educational Association (WCEA) Catholic Identity Standards 
and Examples of Evidentiary Elements for Measurement of the Standards 

 
CURRICULUM 
Standard:  The school uses a Religion curriculum and instruction that is faithful to Roman Catholic 
Church teachings and meets the requirements set forth by the USCCB. 
 The school’s written curriculum includes Catholic values infused throughout 

‘secular’curricular areas (e.g. when discussing the American Civil War values of human 
rights and economic justice are central to the discussion). 

 Reference to relevant Church documents is made throughout the curriculum…   
 
CATECHIST CERTIFICATION 
Standard:  The formation of teachers for catechetical and instructional competence is ongoing. 
 Administration (pastor/priests and principal) provide ongoing faith formation activities 

for teachers as routine part of teacher in-service. 
 Staff, as a staff, participate in annual retreat days and other activities that help build a 

faith community among the staff. 
 Staff meetings include time for prayer and time for discussion about Religion, Catholic 

values, and the faith formation of the entire school community (parents, students, staff). 
 
PARENTS AS THE PRIMARY EDUCATORS 
Standard:  The school maintains an active partnership with parents whose fundamental concern is 
the spiritual and academic education of their children. 
 Parents are identified as the primary educators in appropriate school documents (e.g., 

mission statement, handbooks). 
 Parents are involved in the faith formation of their children, and their successes (e.g., 

helping children memorize prayers) is reported back to the parents. 
 
SERVICE 
Standard:  The school helps students develop a service-oriented outreach to the Church and civic 
community after the example of Jesus who said, “I have given you an example so that you may copy 
what I have done to you.” (John 13:15) 
 Service opportunities are rooted in Catholic values – that students and faculty provide 

service because that is a hallmark of Catholicism, not because it is a graduation 
requirement. 

 Service opportunities are an overt expression of the Themes of Catholic Social Teaching. 
 
SIGNS AND SACRAMENTALS 
Standard:  There is a widespread use of signs, sacramentals, traditions and rituals of the Roman 
Catholic Church throughout the school. 
 Quotations from Church documents (e.g., Gravissiumum Educationis, To Teach as Jesus 

Did), inspired writers (e.g., Thomas Merton, Joan Chittister) etc. are found in handbooks, 
on bulletin boards, in lesson plans, etc. 

 
EVANGELIZATION 
Standard:  All school personnel are actively engaged in bringing the Good News of Jesus into the 
total educational experience. 
 The school provides ongoing opportunities for faith formation for students, parents and 

staff. 
 The school reaches out to parents to engage them in the religious formation of their 

children in every grade – not just sacramental preparation grades.” 
Source:  Catholic Identity Booklet/Western Catholic Educational Association 
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